
Welcome to my first edition of Borderlines. I hope you enjoy it. I see it as a means of sharing
matters of interest to members of Llandrindod U3A, whether it be group activities, personal
development or relevant facts.
Producing the magazine has been a steep learning curve – my technical skills are barely adequate
and getting everything to fit together was a real challenge. I was fast reaching the stage where the
content mattered less than the size and format! Nor did I bargain for the bus timetables changing
the week Borderlines went to the printers (and the week after I had checked them), and various
other similar dramas. Please bear with me – I am learning all the time and the next edition can
only be better.
I am very grateful to all the contributors, particularly Alwyn Batley, who rose from his sickbed
to ensure I had his copy. Please keep the material coming in.
My thanks to Jane, Patsy, and Penny for their support, and particularly to Barbara, who has
been so generous with her time, information and help.
Margaret (Editor)

The Gardening Visiting Group enjoying
a lovely day out at Hergest Croft, on
29th May.

(Standing ) Chris and Max Booker;
Marjorie Oakley; Patsy Godfrey; Thirza
Clarke; Fay Ramsden; Barrie Finnemore
(Seated) Jill Clay; Pat Finnemore; Val
Burrows.
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Making the most of your bus pass

This  is a heavily edited version of an article originally published in the
Holy Trinity Church Magazine. It appears by kind permission of the author,
Rev Andrew Tweed, who is our speaker for November 2011.

We certainly have the best public transport network we have ever had in
Powys and it is good to see many people over 60 getting about with their
bus pass. Here are some travel opportunities.

Aberystwyth (Monday to Saturday) Service X47
Llandrindod station             09:03  13:03                                  Aberystwyth 11:20 15:30
Aberystwyth                        10:42  14:42                                  Llandrindod 12:56  17:36

Ludlow (Mondays ) service 44/X11
Llandrindod Station            08:56                                              Ludlow        13:15 (Mon)
Ludlow                                11:05(Mon) 11:00                         Llandrindod 15:28

Abergavenny (Tuesday and Thursday) Service 44/X12
Llandrindod Station            08:56                                              Abergavenny   13:50
Abergavenny                      10:34                                               Llandrindod     15:28
It is also possible to get to Abergavenny every day by travelling on the T4 to Brecon and changing to the
X43. To ensure the connection it is best to change at Free Street.

Hereford
(Wednesdays) Service 44/X15
Llandrindod Station            08:56                                             Hereford       13:45
Hereford                              10:40                                              Llandrindod 15:28
(Saturdays) Service X15
Llandrindod Station            12:25                                              Hereford       17:15
Hereford                             14:11                                              Llandrindod  19:04
(Monday to Saturday) Service 461
Llandrindod Station            06:35  09:00  11:07  12:07  13:07  14:07
Hereford                              08:27  10:52  12:52  13:57  14:52  15:52

Hereford                              10:00  11:00  12:00  13:00  15:00  16:00  17:00
Llandrindod                         11:48  12:55  13:48  14:48  16:55  17:48  18:48
(There are earlier services from and later to Hereford. Some involve a change of bus at Kington)

Camarthen (Fridays) Service 44/X14
Llandrindod Station            08:56                                              Camarthen    13:35
Camarthen                          10:50                                               Llandrindod 15:28

Please check your trips at www.traveline.info or www.powysbus.info or by phoning 0871 2002233
(After staying the same for 2 years many of the buses changed this week ( just after I had checked them all
online!). Whilst a very helpful man at Powys and I think these are all correct we cannot be held
responsible, so do make sure they  are right before you set out.  Ed)



How long have you been a member of U3A?

11 years. I was a member of  Darlington U3A so when we returned to Wales I looked for a local group to
join. As there wasn’t one, a group of us formed Llandrindod U3A, so I have been a member of that since
the beginning.

Have you taken on any other roles or responsibilities before becoming Chair? When Llandrindod
U3A started I was the Secretary. This role covered the duties now undertaken by both the Secretary and the
Programme Secretary. After about 6 months it became obvious that this should be two posts, and I took on
the role of Programme Secretary.
I have also been very involved with the U3A organisation outside the local group. I was Trustee for Wales
for one year, which was very useful as you see such different ways of doing things when you visit other
groups. I have met so many interesting people, including some I grew up with. I came from Pembroke-
shire, and many of my contemporaries returned to Wales in retirement, joined the local U3A and we met
up again. I had to go to London about 8 times a year to meet with the Trustees from other regions.  I thor-
oughly enjoyed my year as Trustee – the main drawback was the travelling, which was very tiring. I
seemed to spend most of my time on the M4. I became very good at getting lost. I remember trying to find
the meeting of the U3A at Barry - terrible!
I was also closely associated with the Mid Wales Network, and intend to continue with this during my time
as Chair.
What do you think is special about U3A in general?
I have been in education all my life and really believe in it. So I would have to say the priority for U3A is
education for life; learning from one another and keeping mentally and physically fit.
And about U3A Llandrindod in particular?
It melds Welsh and English culture  and brings people together. It is open to everyone, is totally
democratic and a good way of making friends. U3A Landing brings us all together as one community.
What would you like to see U3A Llandrindod achieve in the next year?
It would be lovely to see the development of more interest groups – science; archaeology; drama ;
architecture and scrabble have all been suggested. The interest groups are an important part of U3A  and
help make U3A Llandrindod a place where you can expect to find friendship and an acceptance of other
peoples differences. I would like to maintain the current membership and encourage more people to join
and participate.

Are there any changes or developments you would like to bring about?
I am very keen on networking with other groups and exchange ideas with them. I also like to connect with
the youth of the town. We have liaised with the High School – for instance we sponsor a prize at their
awards ceremony, and history pupils were invited to the lecture by John Davies. I would like to build on
this.
I would also like to pay tribute to the committee, which is brilliant. The members have a huge range of
skills and everyone works hard and is willing to go that extra mile.

What message do you have for us all - the Committee, Group Leaders, Members?
Spread the word and encourage others to join us.

INTERVIEW WITH PATSY GODFREY,

By Margaret Mason and Barbara Warner



Ann Parkhouse, Secretary : I am in my fifth year of membership
and third year as Committee/Membership Secretary. I am in the
Music and History,Theatre Group, Art History, Garden Visiting,
Photography and Church Visiting interest groups. I allowed “my
arm to be twisted”to take on the role of Committee/Membership Secretary as I had
enjoyed my previous two years’ membership immensely and I felt it was a way of giving
something back and be of use to the Llandrindod Wells and District  U3A. What attracts
me to the organisation is that it can open so many doors for learning and gaining
knowledge on so many topics in a relaxed and enjoyable way and making new friends

with similar interests. U3A Llandrindod in particular attracts me as it has a good calibre of speakers on varied
subjects for the friendly main monthly meetings and all the groups are flourishing due to excellent coordinators
who continue to keep their particular group’s subject interesting, incorporating great fun with ongoing learning.
John Lewis, Treasurer: Eileen and I have been members of the U3A for about eight years, four years at
Chinnor U3A,  and about four years at Llandrindod U3A. We belong to the Welsh History
group and I tend to go on the visits with the art group as Eileen is a member. I feel that
if I can help the U3A in some small way, then I should get out of my comfort zone, and
pitch in.  There is a core of people in our U3A who are dedicated in their help of fellow
members. I was glad to be asked to join them in their endeavours. I find many members
of the Llandrindod U3A to have a sense of humour, which is typically Welsh. The
members have a wide variety of  knowledge, with some very highly qualified members,
who attained prominent positions in their sphere of activities.  There is a good sense of
camaraderie among members, and when the events are attended, we have a wonderful
gathering of like minded people, who mix together in a highly social way.
Mai Ellis, Programme Secretary: I have lived in Radnor since 1963 and in Llandrindod since 1970. I am
a retired Ward Sister. I have been a member of U3A.for four years and enjoy it very much. My main other
involvement in activities in Llandrindod at present are as follows:-Bracken Trust ( Trustee and

Volunteer);St. John Ambulance (Chair Radnor St.John Council); Llandrindod
Eisteddfod Committee (Chair); Womens World Day of Prayer(local committee
Chair);Cymdeithas y Ddraig Goch  Llandrindod Welsh Society (committee member).
I became a U3A committee member because I enjoy the meetings and decided to
do my bit to help before I become unable to due to taking on other commitments or
because of advancing years. I find our group interesting - very well run with excellent
speakers on interesting and varied subjects. What more could anyone ask for ?

Peter Dummer: I joined Llandrindod Wells U3A with my wife Suzanne when we
retired three years ago. We both enjoy the Theatre and Gardening Groups and plan
to join in other groups in the future. Having been elected to stand as Vice Chairman
last year, a position I thoroughly enjoyed, I hope to continue to provide help and
advice as a committee member. I value U3A because it provides so many interest
groups and the opportunity to meet and make new friends. Llandrindod U3A gives
the opportunity to become as involved as much as you wish, and to learn new skills.

I was struck, when interviewing Patsy and Penny, to find how much effort goes into keeping Llandrindod
U3A both friendly and efficient. The committee work very hard at this, but many members do not know
who they are. I therefore asked them for a  paragraph about themselves.(Ed)
Jane Malvern,  Vice chair: I joined U3A around 2006 and am involved with the Photo
group, the  Book Circle and the Computer group. I joined the Committee because I
wanted to be more involved with the running of U3A. I co-ordinate the various interest
groups. U3A Llandrindod interested me as it seemed like my type of organisation.

YOUR COMMITTEE 2011



Ann Harvey: I joined U3A 5 years ago on a friend's recommendation. I have
considered interest groups but find my time is really full with many other interests. I
am a volunteer with Radnorshire Wildlife Trust; sing with Cantorion; walk a lot;
belong to a walking group, and have a large piece of land to manage, plus more
domestic interests such as sewing. I was asked to stand for committee and did so
because I think it is a duty all members should consider doing at some stage. I enjoy
being involved. I like the meetings because the talks so often surprise, and on many
occasions I have found I have learnt a lot. I also think the social aspect is very  valuable.

Margaret Mason, Editor of Borderlines:I became a member of U3A about 5 years
ago and am a member of the Theatre and Welsh History groups. I was co- opted on
to the committee this year after I volunteered to replace Penny as  Editor of
Borderlines. The great thing about U3A is that it encourages personal growth and
the education and development of the individual in a fun and friendly setting.

Fay Ramsden: I became a member when lectures were still held
at the Bracken Trust. I belong to the Photo Group; Church Visiting

Group; Walking Group; Theatre Group; Sunday Lunch Group; Garden Visiting Group
and the Computer Group.    I was invited on to the committee due to being involved
with the organisation of our first keynote lecture with Sir Roy Strong.

I thoroughly enjoy our U3A because it is a coming together of like minded people but
who have such varied interests and the monthly lectures offer a rare insight into so
many different subjects.  It also gives the opportunity to meet a range of people that perhaps would not
normally cross our paths.

Barbara Warner , Website editor:I have been a member of U3A for about 18 months
, am a member of the Art History groupand lead the computer group. I was co-opted onto
the committee a year ago when I took on the role of developing the website together with
Jane Malvern. What I have been really impressed with is that each member can make
U3A be whatever that member wants it to be. You can just come along and listen to the
lectures and no-one demands or expects anything more if that is all you want;  or you
can join interest groups - as many or as few as you want- go on visits or meet up for
Sunday Lunch.  Again its up to each member to decide how much they want to join in.

Or, if you want to, you can take on some responsibility, help with meetings or events, be on the committee
or even learn how to maintain a website!  Your efforts will be encouraged, supported  and appreciated even
if they're not perfect.  I like this relaxed but purposeful learning environment and all the positive people that
create this.

Ann Morgan: I joined U3A in 2006. I am a regular member
of the Welsh History Group  and enjoy going with the
Garden Visiting group whenever I can. When it was suggested I might consider
standing for committee I was pleased to do so as a way of giving something
back. I see myself as a happy skivvy - I like to beaver away in the background
at whatever needs doing.

Any committee that is the slightest use is composed of people who are too busy to want to sit on
it for a second longer than they have to.

Katherine Whitehorn



RAILWAY REMINISCENCES             By Alwyn Batley

My very first job was as a junior booking clerk on the Great Western Railway commencing to work in late
June 1947 at the advanced age of 15, one year later than the normal school year, which was at the time 14.
1947 was the last year of the Great Western Railway, as it was nationalised on January 1st 1948. In spite of
being taken over by the Railway Executive, the running of the railways was still very much in the GWR
tradition for the next few years. The salary was £95,- not a week but a year. After 3 months probationary it
rose to £106 pa.
The station was Penrhiwceiber; a valley station on what had originally been the Taff Vale railway. In fact
there were two stations, with just the River Cynon in between, Low Level and High Level, the latter being
the former GWR station. A busy railway centre, with two collieries, a gas works, busy passenger traffic
and a goods depot, which dealt with animal, feed and flour. The mountains above the valley still had
hillside farms. The first train down to Cardiff on a weekday was the down mail at 4.15 am and the last
being the 11.15pm on Saturday nights referred to as the Rodney, for obvious reasons. The first train up was
the 4.30 mail and parcels, booked to stay at the station for about 5 minutes. The last one up was 11.50 pm
also referred to as the up Rodney. Local bobby in attendance. We had a full seven days a week service,
Sundays as well. Christmas Day working with a Sunday service.
The staff were two booking clerks, one chief clerk, three porters and a goods porter and Station Master
Pearce. Taliesin Pearce, portly, with a gold watch and chain in his pocket. A stickler for time, not a minute
before, not a minute late, but spot on. “Right away Mr. Guard.”  One other feature of Mr. Pearce was that
he never wore the stationmaster’s hat if he could avoid it. The reason being that the gold braided knob on
the top of the GWR hat pressed on his bald patch and so he wore a bowler for semi-formal occasions, a
slouch hat for day to day work, and if the Divisional Superintendent was due, the proper hat came out of its
brown paper wrapping which happened about once a year. Royalty rarely came to Ceiber. They did once,
in 1911. It poured down with rain.
One of the porters, a likeable rogue with a twinkle in his eye, short and dark, a real North Welshman.
Ageless, but well known for two reasons, one his capacity for sinking a few pints (well, more than few!)
and the other his part-time employment with the local undertaker. He knew virtually everyone in the
village and frequently said to me “Know her, Alwyn? Of course I know her – I buried her granny” People
then living he often linked to those who had passed away. One evening on the afternoon shift someone
came and asked to see him. It transpired that they wanted for some family reasons to find the exact date of
their aunt’s death and burial in 1936. Come tomorrow night, and sure enough he had it all down in his little
black book, details of the coffin, shroud, burial in Abercynon etc. It must have been very important as he
had a very generous tip for that one. Parcels for a funeral were very urgent. One morning a heavy frost
covered the platform and we had a large consignment of tomato chips (small cardboard boxes) for the local
grocers, Peaks Dairies. Seventy baskets, all piled up on the four wheeler. The train moves off, Dai pulls the
barrow, slips and seventy baskets of tomatoes on the line. Everyone lent a hand; we recovered them, wiped
them on cotton waste and put them back in the baskets. All before the next train due in twenty minutes.
Never heard a word from anyone. As I told you, Dai had a fondness for a pint, but never missed a turn, was
never late, even for the 4.00 am shift. Sometimes he looked as if he was a candidate for his other job, with
his eyes deeply sunk, like you know what in snow, but he was always there. The milk came in churns,
Aplin and Barrett of Yeovil, rich Wiltshire milk, which was mixed behind the station offices with the
mountain farm milk to make it creamy. Dai in front of the barrow, ten churns on, me pushing from behind.
Dai misses the gate post by a few inches, up goes the first churn and he is covered in milk, I remember it
coming out of his lace holes. “Dai, you have been bathed in beer many times, but this is the first time in
milk” He was not amused.
I remember, often with affection, people I worked with, rather than what they did. So many characters, all
so different, all with a multitude of experience of life and railway working. Why is it that these days there
are so few characters around? We all seem to have become uniform, conforming to the box in the corner.
Life then was less stressful than now, but still busy with its peaks of rush and hassle, and time to “stand
and stare.” There was a lot of humour, even though at the time I did not appreciate it, there was a lot of
heartache as well.



A DAY OUT IN LIVERPOOL

In May, the Art History Group enjoyed a busy day out in Liverpool visiting an exhibition ‘A Collector’s
Eye: From Cranach to Pissarro’  at the Walker Gallery, a collection of 60 paintings from the 15th century
to 19th century Impressionists. Judith Lloyd Thomas summed up the feelings of many of the group: ‘ I
loved St John by El Greco. This painting was stunning. I could have stood and looked at it all day –
somehow it drew me to it.’

 In the afternoon the group visited the Lady Lever
Gallery at Port Sunlight.

Ann Parkhouse: : I particularly liked the pre-
Raphaelites in the Lady Lever Gallery. Some of the
larger paintings were beautiful, breathtaking.....’

Jill Mouncer: At the Lady Lever Gallery the best
thing of the day for me was seeing ‘The Scapegoat’
and finding out about its meaning.’

Photo: Ann Hughes, Ann Wheatley and Ann Parkhouse,
enthralled by the pre-Raphaelite paintings in the Lady Lever
Gallery

10 Facts about our national drink – Tea

1. Introduced to Britain by Catherine of Braganza
in 17th century

2. So expensive that it was only drunk by the
wealthy – men in coffee houses and women at
home tea parties

3. So heavily taxed that a huge smuggling trade
developed with more tea imported by smug-
gling than legally in late 18th century

4. Imported only from China until mid 19th centu-
ry, then Indian tea became more popular

5. Preached against by John Wesley on health
grounds but promoted by temperance societies
as an alternative to alcohol

6. ‘Boston Tea Party’  a key trigger in American
Revolution, leading to formation of USA

7. Popularity with working people increased as the
price fell and it replaced beer as the drink of
their staple diet during 19th century

8. It was always drunk without milk until the late
19th century

9. Rationed in and after World War to  2 oz. Per
person over age of 5 per week until 1952

10. Introduced in tea bag form to Britain by Tetley
in 1953

 Barbara found these facts whilst  researching
her great grandfather  who was described as a
tea dealer in the 1851 census. (Ed)

SUMMER READING COMPETITION

If you have read a good book and would like to
recommend it to others to read this summer why
not enter our Summer Reading Competition.  The
main idea is to share books that we have enjoyed
with other U3A Members.  Just send in details of
the book, together with 100-150 words of why you
like it and are recommending it.  Remember to say
who you are!  Closing date Friday 8 July.  The
winner will be drawn from all entries at the July
meeting.  All recommendations will be published
online and the winner's entry in the next issue of
Borderlines.

CONTRIBUTED BY BARBARA WARNER



SPRINGTIME IN WALES

Bare mountains white no longer.
Frost silvered bushes, trees,

Brown and green, growing stronger,
Hung with catkins, blossom, leaves,
Gone now, fog so white and dense,
Clouds scudding over sky of blue,
Our world now seems so immense,
Earth’s palette showing every hue.
Sun now closer, warmer, brighter,
Sunbeams dappling down to earth.
Days are longer, fresher, lighter,

Waking nature for rebirth

Now what chill has given way
To warmth, as winter passes;

Contented sheep with lambs at play
On fields of sweet grasses.

Birds soaring, floating, gliding,
Flocks in jubilant formation,

From the earth, flowers shooting,
And food to feed the nation.
Out of darkness into light,

Colour, lustre, winter’s schism.
Happy people, eyes so bright,

Now in mood of optimism.

E. Owens April 2011

THE VISITOR

Spring foliage and branched leaves reach out
The fumy spray saturating life

Refreshing renewing all plants about

Hazy sunshine glinting through the trees
Dancing in the waterfalls and pools

Washed rocks glisten and fish one sees

Irfon river her transcendent beauty
Rushing whooshing gurgling racing on

Cascading onwards as her duty

For her destiny the confluences lie
The ultimate assignation now
Into her mother the river Wye

As if by allurement out of the air
A brighter sun thinning clouds unveil
Grey Heron on a rock emerges there

Elegant motionless this choice bird
Gracing us with his time and presence

Black feather o’er the eye, calm not heard

He quietly waits, if needs all day
His pointed yellow beak at ready

Plunge beneath the water for his prey

Thus rewarded he unfolds his wings
Off one leg flies with slow graceful beats

Returning to treetop nest, he sings.

  R. Owens

POETRY PAGE

Picture of Hergest Croft by Fay Ramsden.

(Yes, I do realise it is not Wales ! Ed)


