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 Welcome
The following new members have joined Llandrindod and District U3A. We hope
you enjoy your time with us.
May:Sandra Betty.
June: Ann Hughes, Pat Raymond, Judy Chandler. Carolynne Conway, Helen Wyton
and Penny Borland.
July: Diane Jones, Pat and Tom Borland.

Cover photo by Catherine Clark

Introduction from the Editor

Welcome to the September issue of Borderlines. I hope everyone had a good August
and enjoyed the lovely weather. My family missed a lot of it, having chosen to holiday in
the Outer Hebrides. The weather forecast was wall to wall sunshine “except for the far
north of Scotland and the Isles.” We did, however, discover the joys of a peat fire and
the Hebrides are so very beautiful.
It is obvious from this issue U3A members had some great days out. My thanks to our
contributors. Both Humph and Tony had actually only sent me photos, but had their
arms twisted for a report as well. I am now regretting this as they will probably never
send me anything again! Fay’s pictures show the glorious gardens visited, and Clive
reviews the Theatre Group trip to see The Little Shop of Horrors.  We are lucky as a
U3A to have such dedicated organisers and such a varied programme of activities. I
hope you enjoy reading about them,
With best wishes, Margaret



Chairman's Report
Well, it's time once again for what the French call "la rentreé" - the beginning of the new academic
year.
I know most of our Groups didn't meet in August - gardens and grandchildren have first call on the
time of many of us then. After the unusually good summer, when many of our Groups have enjoyed
"research trips" - with or without a pub lunch, the time has come to think about more indoor activity. I
am pleased to see that there are new Groups being formed, and hope that they will be well supported.
While on holiday, I met a member of a U3A with 1500 members (Crewe & Nantwich) from a dense
population of about 50,000 - we compare well with a membership of 200+, from our widespread
catchment area.

With best wishes, Jane

The photography group go to Hampton Court

The five intrepid photographers- L-R
Tony Hodges, Adele Bevan, Jane
Malvern and David and Elaine
Blackman

Photos by Tony Hodges.

Above: Adele concentrating hard.



The trip to Dyffryn Gardens and Tredegar House

Text and pictures by Tony Hodges

Dyffryn used to be owned by The Cory family, who made their money in shipping and
coal.Tredegar House was owned by Lord Tredegar.  He was involved in steel, coal and
the Alexandra docks.

The group first went to Dyffryn, and was able to go round the gardens on arrival.  The
gardens were designed by Thomas Mawson in 1903-1904 with work really getting going
in1906.  John Cory died in 1910 and his son Reginald took over.  Reginald’s passion was
plants, so the garden development went on apace.  The gardens are laid out in three
areas, the arboretum on the east side, the
great lawn in front of the house, and
feature garden ‘rooms’ on the west side.

Eirlys and I knew Dyffryn in the sixties,
and were keen to see the changes.  Eirlys
had attended a residential course for
teachers when she was teaching in
Glamorgan, and I used to go there with
my family for trips around the gardens.

The gardens on the east side were in
good repair and a comparison with
photos taken in the 1960s do not show
much change.  The main area of change appears to be to the great lawn area where we
believe a lake, fountain and some flower beds have disappeared.

The house, which was rebuilt by John Cory,
opened about mid-day.  As we entered a guide
gave us some information. Dyffryn House has
been partially furnished by the National Trust,
but is very much a job in progress.  There was
plenty of work yet to be done in many areas – I
did suggest that this could be down to the
effect of teachers but Eirlys claims they were
well behaved!

Dyffryn House today

Dyffryn House in the 60’s



Following our tour of the house we were able to have a
quick lunch before rejoining our coach for the trip to
Tredegar House on the outskirts of Newport.  Again we
started with a tour of the gardens, which were not as
extensive as Dyffryn.  A tour of the house followed with
the guides giving us quite a bit of information about the
house and the family, including a bit about when it was a
catholic girls school.

The immaculate stables held a surprising occupant - a Dalek
– Dr Who had been filmed here.

In another building,
there was the world’s
largest shove ha’penny
board – a single plank
cut from a huge tree –
possibly 45ft by 3ft.
Apparently this past
time was particularly
liked by army officers
and the gentry.

We finished our visit with an ice cream by the boathouse on the lake, before rejoining
our coach, passing a number of craft shops which were all closing.

Our thanks must go to Mary Davies for organizing the trip (and the weather) and for
allowing us hangers-on to take advantage.  A very good day out!

Film Club

The first meeting of the new cinema group will be held at the Drama Centre, Tremont
Rd., at 2.30 on 17th September.  The film will be the British classic Genevieve, starring
John Gregson, Dinah Sheridan; Kay Kendall and Kenneth More. Please contact Roger
Malvern in advance if you would like to go. roger@u3a-llandrindod.org.uk



Dolaucothi

Text and pictures by Humphrey Morgan

13 members of the History Group joined Mary Davies' outing to the Dolaucothi gold mine
between Llandovery and Llandeilo. The estate is now owned by the National Trust.
The Romans dug the mine 2000 years ago and after they left Britain it was not worked
for more than 1000 years. Mining finally ended in 1938. The site is part opencast and
part extensive tunnels.

We were provided with helmets, a belt holding a
heavy battery and a light to fix on our headgear
then given a guided tour through the Victorian part
of the tunnels which, for the most part, had
sufficient headroom.

We were told that it took 10 drams [tubs] of shale
to get out 1 dram of gold bearing quartz and that to
recover 1 gram of gold took thousands of tons of
rock. [ There is a difference between shale and slate.
There is no slate here.]

The present level of
the opencast
quarry has been filled in to some 30' -40' higher than the
original Roman level. We saw a 15" quartz seam which
was abandoned. Generally the geology was of a complex
nature as can be seen in a photograph. Other workings in
Victorian times went hundreds of feet below the present
open yard.
Leaving the tunnels we had a slow and very steep climb
via steps and a rope handrail back to the daylight,

emerging on the hillside overlooking the yard below.
There was on opportunity to pan for gold in troughs swilling with water and gravel. Gold
specks did appear eventually in the pans in the finer sand but I suspect it was 'fool's gold'
and not the real McCoy.
It was a beautiful day and we enjoyed lunch or a picnic on the site followed by a well
prepared and attentively served meal at The Plough, Rhosmaen, close by. It's well worth
a visit if you are passing through.

10 drams of shale
and one of gold
bearing quartz

strata



THEATRE GROUP: EVENT LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS.

VENUE:       ABERYSTWYTH ARTS CENTRE.         DATE: 15th AUGUST 2013.

JOINT ORGANISERS: EWART HILSDEN & ANN PARKHOUSE.

  Our Press Officer CLIVE BARRETT has contributed to “Borderlines” in the past with
articles about local U3A interest groups, but this is the first time he has written about a
theatre visit.

           On the coach returning to Llandrindod, after seeing “Little Shop of Horrors”  I
rather rashly volunteered to the joint organisers that I would do the write up!!!!  After
our post midday arrival at the Arts Centre there was plenty of time for a leisurely lunch
(the organisers had wisely booked tables for our 44 strong group) and also a look
around the Centre’s shops for souvenirs, before the 2-30 p.m matinee commencement.
          The following extracts from the handout flyer and programme gave, I thought an
excellent resume of the musical, which was based on the film by Roger Corman with
screenplay by Charles Griffith.

“ Down and out Skid Row floral assistant Seymour Krelborn becomes an overnight
sensation when he discovers an exotic plant--- the only problem is that it has strange
feeding habits! As the man eating plant grows into a badly behaved R &B singing carnivore
everything that Seymour holds dear is threatened as the plant’s sinister agenda for global
domination is revealed. The basic story is one of love and honesty and no- one encompasses
this more than our hero, Seymour, the hapless florist whose love for brassy blonde Audrey,
proves to be his downfall.
          This show which also features a Jewish florist, and a sadistic dentist was an award
winning world wide sensation, and the story leads the audience on a journey of laughter,
mayhem and is a pure roller coaster ride. Since it opened at the Orpheum Theatre in July
1982, “Little Shop of Horrors” has become one of the longest running Off-Broadway shows
of all time. It is described as an affectionate spoof of 1950’s sci-fi movies, featuring fantastic
rock ‘n’ roll and doo-wap music and is very funny at times. “

         Being the first time I had visited the Arts Centre I must say that I was impressed
with the half moon auditorium, stage, seating, very appropriate scenery and props and
the pre show 1960’s music. It was the most surprising and unusual musical show that I
have ever had the pleasure to report on, or enjoy for my own leisure.  I liked the musical
but not the story, but the acting was excellent and at times very powerful, with some
laughter in parts. One needed to take the play in the lighter vein I’m sure was intended,
rather than its more gruesome scenes. I have reason to suspect that most of the forty
plus strong U3A party enjoyed a very pleasant Thursday afternoon’s entertainment in
Aberystwyth.



The garden visiting group at Longacre garden; Colwall
Green and Caves Folly Nursery Garden near Ledbury.
Photos by Fay Ramsden


