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Hello and welcome to the March edition of Borderlines.

Every time I produce an issue I learn something new. Last time I mentioned I
couldn’t do page numbers, and was delighted when Wynne contacted me with
instructions. Not only can I now paginate, but it proves someone actually reads
Borderlines! Flushed with success I asked how to do columns and that works too.
Unfortunately I didn’t realise some articles lend themselves to columns and
some don’t  (Jane’s article on the EHIC was nearly unreadable with divided web
addresses ) so there is a distinct lack of consistency to this issue. My apologies –
but I am so proud of those columns!

With best wishes,

Margaret

Welcome
We would like to welcome the following new members to U3A:

December: Sheila Paget and Sue Turner.

January : Meg Lewis, Robin Marsh and Lyn Tobell .

We hope you will enjoy your time with us.

Cover photograph by Barbara Warner.

Celebrating St David’s Day are Ann Harman and Vic Everill.

Ann is running the London marathon in April on behalf of Meningitis Now. You can
make a donation to support her online at www.justgiving.com/Ann-Harman

 Useful contact numbers.

Only Barbara and myself this edition as we are not elected. There will be full details of
the new committee in the next Borderlines.
Barbara Warner- Web Editor (01597 825592) barbara@u3a-llandrindod.org.uk
Margaret Mason- Editor Of Borderlines (01597 825365)
margaret@u3a-llandrindod.org.uk
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A Visit to Llandovery
by the

Welsh Conversation Group

The group decided because of many commitments around Christmas we would meet for a meal in January
and it was suggested we use our bus passes for a free train ride to Llandovery and have a meal there.  On
a wintry day and numbers much depleted by illness we made a short trip to this small historic town.

The name Llandovery or Llanymddyfri in Welsh means
a church among the waters.  Llan (a church) ymhlith
(amongst) y dyfroedd (the waters) as it is situated
between the rivers Tywi and Brân.

Alongside the ruins of the Norman castle, frequently
captured by the Welsh we inspected the very impressive
16 foot high stainless steel statue to Llywelyn ap
Gruffydd Fychan.  The sun shone briefly and the statue
glinted like silver high on a mound above us.  It shows a
figure with an empty helmet, cloak and armour.  After
a local campaign to gain funding to construct a
monument it was made by Toby and Gideon Petersen
of St Clears and unveiled in 2001.

Llywelyn ap Gruffydd Fychan (1341-1401) was a wealthy
landowner from Caeo and supporter of Owain Glyndwr’s
rebellion.  Llywelyn was accused of misleading Henry
IV’s army in their search for Owain Glyndwr.  In 1401
Henry IV led a huge army through Llandovery and
Llywelyn was captured and publicly hung ,drawn and
quartered before the king outside the castle gate.  He
had refused to betray Owain and so was put to death
and all his lands given to a supporter of the king.

Another smaller bronze statue of a drover reminded us of the great importance of the drovers in the town’s
economy in the eighteenth century.  It was a gathering place for huge herds of livestock to be walked to
the south east of England.  A wealthy drover David Jones established one of the first independent Welsh
banks in 1799.  The Black Ox bank featured a picture of a Welsh black ox on its notes.  David Jones became
very wealthy and his descendents opened two more branches.  In fact it continued until 1909 when it
became part of Lloyds bank.

We had to visit the site of the bank, now part of the King’s Head inn and enjoy a hearty lunch there, before
a brief visit to the shops and our return journey.

Ymweliad diddorol dros ben.  Ymunwch â ni os ydych am ymarfer siarad .

Eirlys and Tony Hodges
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Members of U3A were invited to join PROBUS’s
annual trip, this year going to Weymouth.  The trip
was arranged by Richard Davies, ably assisted by his
wife, Mary.  Richard included various excursions in the
area around Weymouth with various options.

Our first stop on our way to Weymouth was a lunch
stop at Laycock.  We had the opportunity to visit the
abbey and Fox Talbot’s home and the museum of

photography.  After alighting from the coach many
headed for the village in case the food ran out, but
others went round the Abbey which has been used
as a location for TV and Film.  In the Abbey we were
able to see reproductions of paintings by the
daughters, and to see Fox Talbot’s study, where he
created some of his works, and of course we saw
the famous window featured in the first
photograph.  On our way out we had time for a
quick visit to the museum of photography.
Fortunately the cafés in the village had still some food
left for us, when we joined other members of the
party for lunch.  With ice cream in hand, we were able

to wander around the National Trust village of Laycock
in the sun.

In Weymouth we arrived at our comfortable Best
Western Hotel.  Following the evening meal we were
given a talk on the Jurassic coast by a local guide.

Following breakfast, the coach took us, for a short trip
along the front of Weymouth, before taking us to the
harbour to join our boat for a cruise along the coast.
A very hot day and the skipper of the boat warned us
about the sun.  Jack Davies ably created a sun-hat out
of a brochure for Patsy, who gratefully wore her new
fashion accessory for the trip.  The afternoon was then
free to wander around Weymouth – some even
ventured into shops!!

In the evening, after a meal we were able to venture
down to the front, to see the lights.  For the sailing
Olympics, Weymouth had been given a makeover,
which included a laser light show, illuminating a tower
on the quay of the harbour.  We saw something but
did not realize that this was what we had seen.  The
lasers were incorporated in 5 light columns on the
front.

Day 3, saw us heading for Corfe Castle, where we had
the option of seeing the castle and the village or just
the village.  It was a glorious day.  After a trip around
the castle and lunch we were directed to a hostelry
which served cold cider which we gratefully sipped in
their garden, looking at the castle.

Four days in Weymouth
with

PROBUS
Text and pictures by Tony Hodges
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After Corfe, we were taken to Maxgate, the house
built by Thomas Hardy.  Others stayed on the coach
to go to Dorchester.  We were given a tour around
the house, with a talk about Hardy’s life there, and
then relaxed in the garden with coffee and an ice
cream, before rejoining the coach to go to
Dorchester where we were dropped in the centre
of town.  Unfortunately, those who had been to
Maxgate, had little time for the shops (!!!).
Day 4, we were taken to Lyme Regis.  The weather
was not of the best.  We were able to wander the
front and the high street, before having lunch.
Before we were due to catch our coach, the heavens

opened, and many joined the coach as drowned
rats!  Consequently the afternoon trip to Portland
Bill was cancelled.

Day 5, was the trip home.  Our lunch stop was at
Stourhead, thought of as the Jewel in the Crown of
the National Trust properties.  A quick tour of the
house and garden followed by lunch, and we were
on our way home again.  The guide suggests one
needs a minimum of 4 hours to see Stourhead – a
return visit will be needed.  A comfort stop at Magor,
and all too soon we were back in Llandrindod.

Richard and Mary had worked very hard researching
the trip and they provided brochures and guides for
each stage of the trip.  They certainly deserve our
thanks and probably a holiday!
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A gathering of memories

The Readers Book Group was discussing The sense of an Ending, by Julian Barnes, The
hero was much the same age as we are, and the early part of the book reminded us of
our youth. Helen came out with her memory (see below) and this provoked so much
interest I thought to it would be fun to print some in Borderlines. My thanks to my
contributors and please keep them coming.

It was the early 60's and patent shoes had just come in. Mrs Lemon, our deputy head,
banned them at school because they might 'reflect our underwear'! We were also
banned from wearing the net 'can can' underskirts under our summer dresses because
they took up too much room in the corridors! Helen Wyton

During the Suez crisis I was in a boarding school. Rosemary Burrows, a VI former, came
into our dormitory, woke us all up and told us there would be a nuclear war the next
day. We were all shocked and tried to plan what we could do with our 3 minutes before
obliteration. We couldn’t all phone our Mums, so I probably thought I would break into
the locked cupboard where the tuck boxes were kept! Mary Davies

It was my first visit to the cinema and I was quite small. I was sitting quietly on my seat
when suddenly it folded up. I was catapulted over the back and ended up sitting on the
lap of the person in the row behind me. I can’t even remember what the film was. Ann
Hughes

As a 10 year old I was living in Felixstowe and would watch the Sunderland Flying boats
taking off and landing off shore. We would also collect cordite washed up on the shore
from the guns of the Motor Torpedo Boats that were stationed at the same base as the
aircraft. Cordite when lit would flare up into an amazing great flame, something only a
10 year old could appreciate. Peter Dummer

I remember when I was 10 years old my Mum had my baby brother. I had watched her
heat the water for the baby bath, put the clothes and nappy on the fire guard so the
fire would warm them.
When he was about 2 weeks old l sneaked into the bedroom, took the baby out of the
cot whilst Mum was sleeping and proceeded to bath and dress him on my knee as Mum
did. Mum came out and nearly had a fit.
I didn't do it again! Suzanne Dummer
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EHIC warning from Jane Malvern
This time of year our thoughts turn to holidays.

If you are planning to go to mainland Europe, when did you last check the expiry date
of your EHIC card? (The small blue card that replaced the E111 form and which enti-
tles you to emergency health treatment while on the continent)

I ask because – having discovered at Dover last year that my husband’s card was out
of date – several friends that I asked realised that theirs’ were also invalid.

The card is valid for FIVE years, and very easy to renew. It is also FREE, although there
are some websites to avoid which will charge you a fee.

You can renew on https://www.gov.uk/european-health-insurance-card
or by calling 0300 330 1350.

If you have access to the Internet, there’s a useful article on
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/travel/free-ehic-card

The card isn’t a substitute for Travel Insurance, but some Travel Insurance companies
insist that you have a valid EHIC card.

Bon Voyage!

Discount for U3A members

The National Cycle Museum has offered U3A members a 10% discount - and a
friendly welcome!

The normal admission charge is £4 for those under 60, so youthful U3A members
will pay £3.60. For those aged 60 and over the usual charge is £3.50, so with the
discount you will pay £3.15. For further details please visit
www.cyclemuseum.org.uk or phone 01597 825531
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Making Llandrindod a friendly place for bees, butterflies and other pollinating
insects.

U3A Members Carole Taylor and Barbara Warner ‘planting for pollinators’ at the
Gwalia roundabout. They are part of a team led by Radnor Wildlife Trust planting
and maintaining pollinator friendly plants around the town including the Pavilion
and the Memorial Gardens. If any members would like to assist or contribute
wildlife friendly perennial plants, please contact Carole 829272 or barbara@u3a-
llandrindod.org.uk

The Church Visiting group admiring the U3A tree at the Christmas tree festival at
Holy Trinity Church.

L-R Gareth, Sheila, Joy, Annette, Tony, Eirlys, Ewart, Robert, Bob, Val, Mai, Fay and
Patsy.
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