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Family Matters -  Janet Robinson
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U3A Chairman Roger Malvern welcomed everyone to the first ever August meeting, 
because in the past the month has been regarded as the summer holidays.  He mentioned the 
following inhouse matters, the importance of  members liability insurance, the film group will next 
meet on the second Thursday of the month, the U3A Singers would be singing at the Rock Park. 
The Chairman announced that a new craft group is starting involving old crafts, new and others, 
also commencing is a second garden visiting group, and a similar creative writing group. 

He then introduced Janet Robinson, who now lives in Hay on Wye, whose lecture was 
entitled “Four Generations of Women's Lives”.  She started by saying that  she was the daughter of 
a grocer, but not as distinguished as the other famous lady!!!   Janet stated that she originated from 
Hatfield, Hertfordshire, and that she would be talking about family matters. The speaker explained 
that she had always been interested  in family stories and that her talk would be focused on three 
generations. She announced  several family names, and that her father's surname was TINGEY,  her 
father's  family moved to Hatfield in the Napoleonic era, mother's family from Hertfordshire.  
Showed old photos  of various  family members including great grandfather, grandfather, and father 
who was born in 1908. Hatfield was 17 miles north of London, with the Great North Road going 
through the town, it being a small town until the 1950's when it became a new town. Her father took 
over the tenancy of the family grocery business in the area of Hatfield called Newtown. She 
explained about the family situation in a small shop, with only four bedrooms and nine children. 
Originally the family business prospered under great grandfather James Edmund, who owned a 
multi business enterprise including groceries etc.  Within the business a young grandfather went out 
and sold fish, this was originally with a horse and cart, but in the 1920's they purchased a van. Janet 
then read out loud  a short piece that her grandfather had written about James Edmund. 

The speaker then turned to her mother's side of the family, one ancestor Robert  was a 
butler to an aristocratic family  in Hemel Hempstead, and was moderately  comfortable.  However  
disaster struck the family on  August 8, 1882, when Robert was killed whilst crossing a railway line, 
the circumstances being a mystery to the family until later when a newspaper report gave some 
explanation to the incident.  The widow, great grandmother Rosetta  had several children and an 
invalid mother to look after--- but she did manage.  I thought the lecture did have  “Who Do You 
Think You  Are” overtones.  She then concentrated on her grandmother who met and married a 
general labourer named Benjamin Hope, who earned three medals during the First World War, but 
died in August 1920, aged 43 years. She found in her research that her mother wrote of happy 
memories of a shop assistant----- this talk was really a history of a small family business which 
lasted 100 years.

Turning to her father's side, grandfather and Uncle Tom divided the TINGEY  business, the 
latter took on the furniture and remaining  business, whilst grandfather t   ran the grocery business, 
and obviously her father grew into the business. She showed pictures of the family grocery business 
including one of the shuttered windows, it was here that her parents started married life in a flat 
over the shop. Janet recalled the experiencec of running such a business during wartime, and 
proudly expressed the view that Tingey's  was the main retailer in the town of Hatfield.  The theme 



of “Family Matters”( the book by Janet Robinson was on sale at the meeting) ends in 1945, 
recalling a happy childhood, and showing that education has changed a lot.  She maintained that it 
wasn't describing a family tree, but that her undivided attention was being given to family matters 
and stories. During a time of questions which followed the lecture it was interesting to learn that at 
least three members of the audience had personal experience, or knew of Janet's family business, 
because they at one time lived  in or near Hatfield or Welwyn Garden City, or had friends in the 
town. The speaker ended by saying it is a small world because one of her aunts, Ruth, in the heyday 
of Llandrindod used to take the waters.  

The speaker was thanked by Chairman Roger Malvern, who described the lecture as “food 
for thought”, and added what Janet had said would “encourage members to take family history 
studies further”. The next Llandrindod U3A lecture meeting will take place on Monday September 
9, when Bruce Lawson will speak about “The Rolls Royce Story”


